Application Serial No. 10/681,093 

Reply to Office Action dated October 2, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (currently amended) A dishwasher comprising: 

a frontal frame adapted to be positioned upon a supporting surface; 

a tub including bottom, opposing side, rear and top walls that collectively define a 
washing chamber, said tub also including a front opening leading into the washing 
chamber, while being supported by the frontal frame; 

a door having a bottom portion, said door being pivotally mounted relative to the 
frontal frame for selectively sealing the front opening of the tub; 

a sound tray extending across the frontal frame below the bottom portion of the 
door, said sound tray having a first edge portion which is spaced from the bottom portion 
of the door so as to define a gap between the sound tray and the bottom portion of the 
door; and 

a flexible seal connected to one of the door and the sound tray and extending 
across the gap between the sound tray and the bottom portion of the door, wherein the 
flexible seal substantially lowers ^ a level of sound, generated by mechanical 
components during a washing operation, from emanating from the dishwasher. 

2. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 1, wherein the sound tray is substantially 
L-shaped in cross-section. 

3. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 2, wherein the sound tray includes a 
horizontally extending top portion leading from the first edge portion to a vertical front 
portion extending substantially perpendicularly from the top portion. 
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4. (currentiy amended) The dishwasher according to ©to^ claim_3, wherein the 
flexible seal is fixedly secured to the herizefttal horizontally extending top surfaee 
portion of the sound tray, said seal being adapted to span the gap and engage against the 
bottom edge portion of the door. 

5. (currently amended) The dishwasher according to claiml, wherein the bottom 
edge portion of the door includes a terminal flange section, said flexible seal having a 
first end bemg fixedly secured to the horizontal horizontally extending top s«rfiaee 
portion of the sound tray leading to a second end through an intermediate portion, said 
intermediate portion spanning the gap with the second end engaging against the terminal 
flange section of the door. 

6. (currently amended) The dishwasher according to claim 2 claim 3, wherein the 
flexible seal includes a first end fixedly secured to the horizontal horizontally extending 
top surfaee portion of the sound tray leading to a second end through an intermediate 
portion, said intermediate portion spanning the gap with the second end sealing against 
the bottom edge portion of the door. 

7. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 1, wherein the sound tray is substantially 
Z-shaped in cross-section. 

8. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 7, wherein the sound tray is defined by 
an angled sealing portion extending fi-om the first edge portion to a substantially 
horizontal top portion leading to a substantially vertical face portion that extends 
substantially perpendicularly fi-om the top portion. 

9. (currently amended) The dishwasher according to claim 7, wherein the flexible seal 
includes a first end fixedly secured to tiie bottom edge portion of the door leading to a 
second end through an intermediate portion, said intermediate portion spanning through 
the gap witii tiie second end sealing against the sealing surface of tiie sound tray. 
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10. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 1, wherein the flexible seal includes a 
first end portion secured to the door, a second end portion secured to the sound tray, and 
an intermediate portion interconnecting the first and second end portions, said 
intermediate portion spanning the gap. 

11. (original) A dishwasher comprising: 

a frontal frame adapted to be positioned upon a supporting surface; 

a tub including bottom, opposing side, rear and top walls that collectively define a 
washing chamber, said tub also including a fi-ont opening leading into the washing 
chamber being supported by the fi"ontal firame; 

a door having a bottom portion, said door being pivotally mounted relative to the 
frontal fi-ame for selectively sealing the fi-ont opening of the tub; and 

means for attenuating sound escaping from the dishwasher during a washing 
operation, said attenuating means extending across the frontal frame at the bottom portion 
of the door to significantly reduce a level of sound generated by the dishwasher during a 
washing operation. 

12. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 11, wherein the attenuating means 
includes a sound tray and a flexible seal, said sound tray being positioned below the 
bottom portion of the door so as to define a gap between the bottom portion of the door 
and the sound tray, said flexible seal extending across the gap. 

13. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 12, wherein the flexible seal is fixed to 
one of the sound tray and the door. 

14. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 13, wherein the sound tray is 
substantially L-shaped in cross-section. 

15. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 14, wherein the flexible seal includes a 
first end, a second end and an intermediate portion, said first end being fixed to the sound 
tray with said intermediate portion extending across the gap. 
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16. (currently amended) The dishwasher according to claim 15, wherein the bottom edge 
portion of the door includes a terminal flange section, said second end of the flexible seal 
sealing against the terminal flange section of the door. 

17. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 13, wherein the sound tray is 
substantially Z-shaped in cross-section. 

18. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 17, wherein the flexible seal includes a 
first end fixedly secured to the bottom portion of the door, a second end, and an 
intermediate portion, said intermediate portion spanning the gap with the second end 
sealing against the sound tray. 

19. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 13, wherein the flexible seal includes a 
first end, a second end, and an intermediate portion, said intermediate portion spanning 
the gap, with the first end being secured to the door and the second end being secured to 
the sound tray. 

20. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 11, wherein the attenuating means 
includes a sound tray pivotally attached to the bottom portion of the door. 

21. (currently amended) The dishwasher according to claim 20, further comprising: a 
control mechanism interconnected to the door, wherein the diahwooh e r attenuating means 
fiirttier includes an actuating member interconnected between the sound tray and the 
control mechanism. 

22. (original) The dishwasher according to claim 21, wherein the control mechanism 
includes a cable, said actuating member having a first end pivotally attached to the sound 
tray and a second end attached to the cable. 
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